Dear RSL Leadership,
Welcome to the 2018 RSL Challenge! We know that our third annual challenge can be an even
bigger success than last year’s and your involvement can make that possible.
Last year our goal was to raise $50,000, but through personalized appeals from RSL
Governors and Presidents the challenge raised over $82,000 for research! Our 2017 winner,
Region 3, raised over $29,000 largely due to personal outreach.
Foundation staff has created this tool kit to provide all regions with the materials needed to
create tailored messages for your constituents to help stir up some friendly regional
competition.
Tool Kit Contents Include:
Overview
• What is the RSL Challenge?
• Why join the RSL Challenge?
• Challenge Outline
• How to Donate
Personal Outreach
• Three Email Templates
• Additional Materials
• Messaging Tips
• Quick Facts
• RSL Messaging by Foundation Staff and Leadership
Your personal outreach to constituents is the key to your region’s victory in this challenge.
Thank you for your support of the AAAAI Foundation!

Please let AAAAI Foundation staff know how your campaign is doing, and how we can help.
Questions? Email Anne Koenings at akoenings@aaaai.org or call (414) 272-6071.
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2018 RSL CHALLENGE TOOL KIT
OVERVIEW
What is the RSL Challenge?
The RSL Challenge is a friendly fundraising competition between the regional, state and local
societies where the region that donates the most to the AAAAI Foundation in 2018 will receive
free certification for a 2019 CME course.
Why join the RSL Challenge?
•

Because your region can win free CME certification – that’s a $2,500 value!

•

To support allergy and asthma research that leads to improved patient care.

•

To show off your regional pride – the winning region will be highlighted at the upcoming
2019 AAAAI Annual Meeting and on the Foundation’s website.

Challenge Outline
Every gift made in 2018 to the AAAAI Foundation, can be counted toward the RSL Challenge.
Gifts must be designated to a specific region at the time of donation – either online or via
check.
The RSL Board of Governors will review the donation tallies at the end of the year. The
winning region’s Governor will choose the specific society to earn the CME certification in
March of 2019. The winning region will be notified in February of 2019.
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How to Donate
It’s easy to donate online, just visit aaaaifoundation.org/give and make sure to select your
region in the RSL Challenge drop-down menu.

To donate via check, please designate your RSL Region on the check or enclose a note with
this information. Please make all checks payable to the AAAAI Foundation. Mail to: AAAAI
Foundation, 555 East Wells Street, Suite 1100, Milwaukee, WI 53202

Payment or donation questions? Email Anne Koenings at akoenings@aaaai.org or call
PERSONAL
OUTREACH
(414) 272-6071.
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The key to getting your region and societies involved is personal outreach. To make these
efforts easier we have crafted three email templates that you can copy, edit and share.
#1 Introductory Email
Use this email to notify your constituents of the RSL Challenge, how it works and its impact on
allergy/asthma research.

To: all constituents
Subject: Are you ready to win?

Dear (use first name),
The AAAAI Foundation’s 3rd Annual RSL Challenge is underway and this year our region will
win! The RSL Challenge is a friendly fundraising competition between the regional, state and
local societies where the region that donates the most to the AAAAI Foundation in 2018 will
receive a free CME certification for a local course in 2019. That’s a $2,500 value!
To donate visit aaaaifoundation.org/give. Remember that all donations to this challenge will
support research that leads to better patient outcomes.
The RSL Board of Governors will review the donation tallies at the end of the year and the
winning region will be notified in February. Our region will be celebrated with signage and
announcements at the 2019 AAAAI Annual Meeting.
I hope I can count on you to help support this effort and make our region proud!

Thank you,
(your signature)
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#2 Checking-In Email
Use this email to check-in with your region and stir up some friendly competition.

To: all constituents
Subject: RSL Challenge – we’re in (insert ranking) place!*

Dear (use first name),
The competition for free CME certification is heating up between the RSL regions. We are
currently in (insert current ranking).
We want to make sure our region is on top, so every time you donate online make sure to
select your region in the RSL Challenge pulldown menu. Visit aaaaifoundation.org/give
Remember, the RSL region that donates the most will win free CME certification for one of our
courses from the AAAAI. That’s a $2,500 value!
I know I can count on you to help support this effort and make our region proud! Please donate
today - www.aaaaifoundation.org/give.
Thank you,
(your signature)

*Check out the RSL Challenge page for region rankings.
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#3 End-of-Year Email
Use this email to remind your constituents to tag their end-of-year Foundation gifts with their
RSL region.

To: all constituents
Subject: a personal favor
Dear (use first name) –
It’s getting close to end of year, but there’s still time to make sure we win the AAAAI
Foundation’s RSL Challenge! We can win free CME certification for a course in our region –
but mostly we can help research that leads to better patient outcomes.
Right now these regions are in the lead:*
1.
2.
3.
The RSL Board of Governors will review the donation tallies at the end of the year and the
winning region will be notified in February. The winning region will be highlighted with signage
and announcements at the 2019 AAAAI Annual Meeting.
It’s easy to donate, just visit aaaaifoundation.org/give and under Gift Designation, indicate RSL
Challenge and select our region in the RSL Challenge pulldown menu.
Your regional pride is showing – please donate today!
Thanks for your support!
(your signature)

*Check out the RSL Challenge page for region rankings.
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Additional Materials:
•

Region rankings are available for download on the RSL Challenge webpage. Use the
rankings to encourage involvement from your constituents or to thank your region and
encourage donations to help keep your first place position.

•

Visit our RSL Challenge Dropbox to download presentation slides and script, and the
Foundation video for you to present and share with your region.

Messaging Tips:
•
•
•
•

Re-work the emails above to fit the style and voice of your society
Include wording about why you donated and why you support the Foundation
Give your region a donation goal to reach
Offer to match each gift up to a certain amount or the number of donations, i.e. “I will
donate $5 for every member who donates to the RSL Challenge”.

Quick Donation Facts:
During 2018, the AAAAI Foundation will support 9 grants totaling over $500,000. The support
for these multi-year awards is only possible through continued support from our donors.
Your contribution of:
$75 – buys two hours of protected time at the bench for a young investigator
$150 – buys one sample of sequencing reagents for use in the lab
$500 – covers research software licensing and data storage for one year
$1,000 – pays stipends for three human study participants
$5,000 – funds a biostatistician for one semester, allowing the researcher more time to analyze
data
The AAAAI Foundation has granted $3.8 million in major awards since 1993, which has
allowed those award recipients to go on and receive more than $56.8 million in additional
funding. That’s a 1,700% return on investment.
RSL Messaging by Foundation Staff and Leadership:
The RSL Challenge will also be featured in AAAAI’s JACI, Impact, eNews, Practice Matters
and email blasts. Share these pieces with your region for additional motivation.
Between April and November of 2018 AAAAI and Foundation leaders will be presenting on the
RSL Challenge at local RSL Annual Meeting.
Please let AAAAI Foundation staff know how your campaign is doing, and how we can help.
Questions? Email Anne Koenings at akoenings@aaaai.org or call (414) 272-6071.
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